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Rescarch Title The Interrogation of Juvenile Delinquents in Accordance with the
Juvenile and Family Court and Procedure for the Juvenile and
Family Cases Act B.E. 2553

Researcher Chatuphorn Vongthongson

Year of Research 2012
ABSTRACT

The research project regarding the interrogation of juvenile delinquents in
accordance with the Juvenile and Family Court and Procedure for the Juvenile and Family
Cases Act B.E. 2553, is research that examines the concept and theories behind Juvenile
delinquent interrogation, as well as studying the process of the intctrogation of juvenile
delinquents, both according to the law previously enforced and the newly amended
Juvenile and Family Court and the Procedure for the Juvenile and Family Cases Act B.E.
2553, and comparing them to the interrogation of juvenile delinquents according to foreign
laws. The purpose is to analyze the problem and to find a solution to it. Also,
questionnaires were circulated to gether opinions {rom those working in the related ficlds,
such as the inquiry officers, prosceutors, and judges, about the process of the interrogation
of juvenile delinquents according to Article 75 of the the Juvenile and Family Court and
Procedure for the Juvenile and Family Cases Act B.E. 2553

The outcome of this research shows that in the process of the interrogation of
juvenile delinquents, the application of Article 75 of the Juvenile and Family Court and
Procedure for the Juvenile and Family Cases Act B.E. 2553 is not only sufficient, but also
enables officials to work effectively, which results in maximum advantage for the minors.
As an iilustration, it ensures legality, maintaing the sanctity of the law by not allowing a
gap to appear that officials could exploit as a way to circumvent the law. As for the results
of the questionnaires, it is evident that the majority believes that in order fo avoid

confusion in the enforcement of the law, the procedures for the in interrogation of juvenile

(3)



delinquents should be legisiated under a single piece of legislation. Moreover, in fezi o
those involved in the police questioning of juvenile delinquents, for some offences that
have an cffect on the juvenile’s state of mind, such as assault due to provocation, or sexual
offences, psychologists or social workers arc still necessary. The law should allow the
police to provide a psychologist or a social worker for the Juvenile delinquent during
questioning when it is necessary based on the crime and the level of maturity of the minor.
However, if there is an inquiry officer who has an expertise regarding juvenile delinquent
present during the questioning under Article 75 of the Juvenile and Family Court and the
Procedurc for the Juvenile and Family Cases Act B.E. 2553 there is no need for
psychologists or social workers to be present during the interrogation. Furthermore, when
asked whether there should be a central organization in each province to speeifically carry
out the responsibility of inicrrogating juvenile delinquents, most of those working in the
related ficlds, including judges, prosccutors, and the police, all felt the need to have such
an organization, for example, a central juvenile delinquent interrogation organization with
competent inquiry otficers who are expert in child psychology and a number of registeroed
legal advisors. If such an organization were set up, the procedure for the interrogation of
Juvenile delinquents would be efficient and also bencficial to the minors, and the casc
could be ended at the interrogation level without causing any problem to the children in the
future.

Article 75 does not provide for any sanction or penalty for violation of the law.
This could affect subsequent interpretation. The outcome of the research shows that there
should be a sanction written in the law in order to enhance its clarity. The survey reveals
that judges and prosecutors see the need to have a sanction added to the law, although a
majority of the inquiry officers, 57.89 %, sec no need to have such sanction. Whiie 42.10
% are of the opinion that there should be an amendment providing for sanctions.

Consequently, it is recommended that there should be a revision to this part.
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