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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title An Analysis of the Beliefs, Faith, and Rites of
Residents Toward the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar

Shrine in Samut Prakan Province

Student’s Name Mr. Yutthana Kitsupee
Degree Sought Master of Arts
Field of Study Thai Studies
Academic Year 2016
Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Saowalak Anantasan Chairperson

2. Dr. Suphathra Bunpanyaroj

3. Mr. Sanan Ratana

In this thesis, the researcher analyzes (1) the patterns of beliefs and
rites related to the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar Shrine and (2) the influence of
these beliefs and rites insofar as they reflect the lifeways of Phra Pradaeng
residents.

The sample population consisted of local residents who pay respect to
sacred objects or auspicious powers at the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar Shrine.

Findings are as follows:

A relationship was found between the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar Shrine

and the belief system of Phra Pradaeng residents. These residents believed

(6)



that the City Pillar Shrine could grant them whatsoever they desired, including
careers, health, good fortune, education et cetera. All of these beliefs were
instantiated in rites involving the City Pillar Shrine. These rites were the
annual ceremony for merit making and the expelling of ghosts; the annual
Chinese New Year ceremony for paying respect; the City Pillar Shrine Dance
ceremony; and ceremony for paying respect on the birthday of Chao Po, the
Guardian Spirit. These rites have been practiced over a long duration since
the time of the ancestors. The residents believe that correctly conducting rites
in which respect is paid to the City Pillar Shrine will result in Chao Po
granting success to them.

Beliefs and rites seen at the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar Shrine reflect the
lifeways of Phra Pradaeng residents in various aspects: careers; caring for
one’s health; education; family; venerating dhamma; and security of life.

In addition, the researcher found that the beliefs and rites of Phra
Pradaeng devotees influenced society in various ways through promoting
community harmony and exerting effects on morality and ethics, culture,
religion, and tourism. These beliefs reflect the ideas and emotions, and
strengthen the morale of participating residents. The beliefs of the Phra
Pradaeng residents brought about good results by promoting harmony and
mutual assistance and bringing economic benefits to Phra Pradaeng.

In addition, it was also found that the Phra Pradaeng City Pillar Shrine
1s an auspicious place in view of being the spiritual center for Phra Pradaeng

residents. It is a place in which various cultures are melded with the upshot

(7)



that contributions made by a number of ethnic groups eventuate in a
convergence of cultures and traditions that is rare nowadays. Living
representatives of these cultures in Phra Pradaeng society have received a

precious heritage from the past.

(8)
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