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ABSTRACT

Dissertation Title The Solving of the Problem of Narcotics by the
Military and Civilian Branches of Government:
A Comparison of the Effects of Policy on the Work

Performance of the Narcotics Suppression Bureau

Student’s Name Pol. Col. Teeradej Thumsutee
Degree Sought Doctor of Philosophy
Field of Study Politics
Academic Year 2016
Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suraphol Rajbhandaraks Chairperson

2. Prof. Dr. Somboon Suksamran

3. Pol. Col. Dr. Preeda Sathavorn

The problem of narcotics is recognized as constituting a serious social
problem. It is threat to society in view of the fact that illegal use of narcotics
brings damages in its wake in the aspects of politics, the economy, society,
education, and health in addition to affecting the image of the country. Thus,
many governments see that a viable policy for solving the narcotics problem
is a basic desideratum in governing their own countries.

This dissertation focuses on analyzing the differences in objectives
between the military and civilian branches of the Thai government in setting

policy for solving the problem of narcotics. Accordingly, the researcher

(6)



addresses factors affecting success or failure in solving the problem of
narcotics by the Narcotics Suppression Bureau. The researcher also proposes
guidelines for formulating a narcotics policy for the Kingdom of Thailand
(Thailand) such that it will be able to accommodate the current situation.

Adopting a qualitative approach involving documentary research, the
researcher surveyed selected experts through conducting semi-structured
interviews. Moreover, the researcher collected data pertaining to narcotics
problem solving in Siam/Thailand from early in the Rattanakosin era up to the
narcotics situation obtaining nowadays. In addition, the researcher acquired
germane data from studying foreign jurisdictions in which solutions to the
problem of narcotics were effectively addressed.

Findings are as follows:

In striving to solve the problem of narcotics, the state has drawn up a
model for controlling society as based on its perception of economic, social,
and international conditions. An important tool has been using the law as an
instrument to control the behaviors of citizens. Beliefs and values
condemnatory of the illegal use of narcotics are inculcated in citizens as
norms governing acceptable behavior. In addition, an awareness of what it
means to be a Thai in terms of religion, ethics, morality, customs, and
traditions is instilled in the citizenry under the politicizing rhetoric of “Thais
who do not make sacrifices are traitors to their country.”

In regard to encouraging acceptance or positive responses from the

citizenry, it was found that mass media news presentations conveying news of

(7



anti-narcotic operations were effective and fostered knowledge and
understanding on the part of citizens. In regard to the aspect of attitudes of
citizens toward the image of police officers, it was found that police officers
are closely observed by members of civil society vis-a-vis the issue of
narcotics. This is because citizens do not understand changes in narcotics
policy and appropriate adjustments in the attitudes of those belonging to the
people sector have not been made.

It can be concluded that narcotics problem solving by the military and
civilian branches of the government do not show differences in objectives.
Both have conceived a major policy for the purpose of suppressing narcotics.
However, it is found that citizens trust in the performance of military officers
under the aegis of the military government more than they do that of police
officers. Citizens observe that police officers do not enforce the law equally
and strictly. This has adverse effects on the acceptance of police officers by
citizens and contributes to the fact that citizens are commonly suspicious of
them. This in turn leads to citizens not feeling confident that the narcotics
suppression measures taken by the police will actually solve the problem of

narcotics.

(8)
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