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In this thesis, the researcher examines (1) the effects of political
conflict on the institution of the family in the period between 1932 and 2010
as evidenced by novels. In carrying out this task, the researcher investigates
(2) the relationships between selected novels and Thai politics. Five novels
were studied in this qualitative research investigation. The findings were
descriptively presented.

It was found that the effects of political conflict on the institution of the
family could be divided into five aspects as follows:

(1) Problems regarding communication between family members:

(6)



Characters in almost all of the novels altered communication behaviors when
communicating with one another. Closeness changed into coldness. Family
members could no longer talk to one another as they had previously.

(2) Problems concerning family member losses: The writers depicted loss of
life, loss of love, and absence of opportunities for family members to remain
with one another. (3) Problems concerning broken homes: Family members
lived separately. The members of some families could no longer live
together. Relatives or close friends suffered as a consequence of this state of
affairs. (4) Problems of infidelity and divorces stemmed from differences in
political opinions. (5) Problems were generated by leaving elderly members
of the family unattended. These problems were generated by family members
paying excessive attention to political matters, thereby becoming forgetful of
the need to attend to the needs of elderly family members.

In regard to the relationship between the novels and Thai politics, the
relationships were categorized in terms of two aspects:

(1) The aspect of general political events: The writers used problems
stemming from political conflict as a vehicle for developing realistic plots.
Then, they added narrative elements to the end of generating greater interest
on the part of the reader. (2) The aspect of the effects of political events on
the institution of the family: The writers showed that political conflict played
arole in the ways of life of families. This resulted in family problems.

Members did not understand one another. Many families lost members.

(7)
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