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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title Collecting and Analyzing Thai Legal Headings
Student’s Name Miss Kanyarat Tongkaew
Degree Sought Master of Arts
Field of Study Library and Information Science
Academic Year 2016
Advisory Committee
1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Prapat Pawinun Chairperson

2. Assoc. Prof. Sasinan Setthawatbodee

In this thesis, the researcher collects, evaluates the appropriateness, and
investigates the use of Thai legal vocabulary items as applied to legal headings.

In carrying out this investigation, the researcher proceeded in three
steps taken seriatim:

In the first step, the researcher (1) collected vocabulary items from
three law dictionaries by selecting English nouns and collecting their many
Thai substitutes carrying the same meaning.

In the second step, the researcher (2) presented legal experts with the
Thai vocabulary items collected in the first step so that the experts could
evaluate their appropriateness as subject headings.

In the third step, the researcher (3) utilized online patron access

(OPAC) system for verifying the vocabulary items at four university libraries.
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Findings are as follows:

Concerning English legal vocabulary items for which there were Thai
substitutes using many words, subject headings could take the form of single
nouns or groups of words or phrases. The total was 641 English words with
Thai substitutes comprising 518 words (38.57 percent). The total for groups
of words or phrases comprised 825 (61.43 percent) of the total.

In evaluating the appropriateness of 641 vocabulary items used as
subject headings, the legal experts concurred in respect to 250 (39 percent)
vocabulary items, while failing to concur in regard to 366 (57.10 percent)
vocabulary items. However, concerning vocabulary items not satisfying
evaluation requirements, the experts proposed 25 words to be used in lieu of
the unsatisfactory vocabulary items (3.90 percent). Of these 25 words, ten
(40 percent) were single nouns and 15 (60 percent) were groups of words or
phrases.

In investigating the use of 641 Thai vocabulary items at university
libraries utilizing OPAC, the researcher found the following:

Of the 164 vocabulary items, 25.53 percent were 107 single nouns
(16.66 percent), while 57 (8.87 percent) were groups of words or phrases.
When classified by university library, it was found that Chulalongkorn
University’s Office of Academic Resources showed the highest use of the
vocabulary items at 134 vocabulary items (20.90 percent). Next in descending
order were the Thammasat University Libraries at 82 vocabulary items (12.79

percent); the Central Library, Ramkhamhaeng University at 80 vocabulary

(7)



items (12.48 percent); and the Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University

(STOU) e-Library at 63 vocabulary items (9.82 percent).

(8)
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