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Political and Economic Management Model in Ethnic Minority Areas of the PRC:

A Case Study of Jinghong City, Xishuangbanna
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed (1) to study the development of the Dai (cthnic minorits
group) in Xishuangbanna and their minority status under the socialist regime: (2) to
study the local administration form of Xishuangbannan Dai autonomous prefecture:
and (3) to study the current socio-economic development of Jinghong city. This study
employed qualitative methods and documentary research, in-depth interviews and
observation.

The research found that the Dai, one of ethnic minority groups in the PRC,
live along the southwest border of Yunnan provinee. The Dai in Xishuangbanna. the
so-called “Tai Luc™ have their own language. eulture, tradition and identities. which
are the same as peoples in the mainland Southcast Asia. Historically. Xishuangbanna
used to be an independent state in the form of a loose confederation under the
influence of China and Burma. The expansion of imperialism fed to the decline of the
Xishuangbannan traditional state and the “Banna/Panna™ system. After the
establishment of the PRC in 1949, Xishuangbanna came under the socialism regime.
The PRC’s policy towards ethnic minority groups has brought about the model of
autonomous areas in the PRC. As a result, the Dai autonomous prelecture was set up
m 23 January 1953. In regard to local administration, the Dai have rights to seli-
regulation (69 items) and also authority in economic management. owever.
Xishuangbanna® s socio-economic development plans must [oflow the national
strategic plans as well as the needs of the area. Under the PRC’s regional strategy.
Jinghong city has become the gateway to the Greater Mekong Subregian and ASEAN
community. Following the 12" National Five Year Plan (2011-2015). Jinghong focal
government aims to improve people’s guality of life by promoting tourism

development and plans to become an international ecological city.
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