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Abstract

This rescarch is the survey research to study  gencral Information  on
cultivation, cost and income from cultivation including the proportion of income trom
tebacco cultivation compared to other agricultural income of farmers in Sukhothai
Province. The sample group consists of 280 farmers. The data is collected by
interview and the data is analvzed by descriptive staristics.

The study reveals that the majority are female rather than males aged 31-60
years. They graduated from primary school, married or hving together with the
number of household members of 1-3 persons. The most commoen diseases are
hypertension. The majority of tobacco and other plants are grown for 71.8 percent.
There are 6-10 rai of cultivated land with an average af 8.5 rai of tobaceo cultivation
and 8.1 rar of other plant cultivation. Mostlv, the tobacco cultivation pertod 1s over 20
vears. The average time spent on tobacco cultivation is 5.0 months time. The
average time spent on growing other plants is 3.8 months * time. Most of them are
grown in Burlev. The mostly found problems of cultivation is that the chemicals price
is expensive. The data of pesticides use is usualiy gtven by agricultural ofticials. Mot
pesticide uses are mixed and spraved with the average pesticide use frequency for 2.7
times / month. The average pesticide use period is 26.8 vears. For the use of other
substances apart [rom pesticide chemicals, they mainly use natural substances
biological substances.

In terms of cultivation cost, it is found that the cultivation cost regarding
chemnical protection is to buy the spray tank both buving for tobacco cultivation
(averagely 2,273.6 baht / vear), buying tor other crop cultivation (averagely 2.583.3
baht / year), and buying for non- categorized crop cultivation (averagely 4,.409.2 bahr /

vear}. The cost of tobuacco is highest in the average fertilizer cost of 33,134.3 baht /
vear. The highest cost from other crop cultivation is the average labor cost of 9,988
baht / year and the highest cost from non-cate cgorized crop cultivation is the average

rent of engine for 53,000.0 baht / year.

in terms of health costs, it is found that 46.4% of (he family members had
allergic reactions of Carbamat. Most of the allergies were dizziness and exhaust. For
the organophosphate, most of the patients have nausea and vomiting. For the
chlorinate hydrocarbons, most of the patients have epilepsy. Moreover, the deaths was
found among family members in the past 10 vears for 8.9%. Most cause of death is
the oldness followed by cancer. The average age of death is 66.6 vears. The majorily

of death are from pesticide exposure for 68.0%. All casualties were accrdentally
inhaled.



When considering the income gained from the cultivation in the last three
years, it is found that in 2014, the average mncome from tobacco cullivation was
193,226.92 baht. In 2015, the average income from tobacco cultivation  wis
188,528.26 baht. In the vear 2016, the average income from tobacco cultivation was

214,720.10 baht. When considering the proportion of income rom lobaceo cultivation
combined with other agricultural income of each househeld, it is found that in 2014
the proportion of average income was 7.3 times. In 2015, the proportion of averaoe
income was found at 6.6 times and in 2016 the proportion of average ncome was 8.0
times,

The research results of this study can be used in assessing the situation of tobacco
cultivation in order to raise the campaien on tobuaceo cultivation in the arca ang used
as the information {or relevant agencies i planning the promotion of cultivalion 1o
farmers.

Key words: Tobacco growers, income trom tobaceo cultivation, proportion of income
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