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ABSTRACT

Dissertation Title The Effects of Measures of the Supreme Court’s
Criminal Division for Holders of Political Positions

on Thai Politicians: A Case Study of Lottery

Student’s Name Mr. Pramote Thampanichawat
Degree Sought Doctor of Philosophy
Field of Study Politics

Academic Years 2017

Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suraphol Rajbhandaraks
2. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Samirha Jittaladakorn

3. Prof. Dr. Surapongse Sotanasathien

In this dissertation, the researcher investigates (1) measures and the law
used in deciding cases concerning offenses committed by holders of political
positions by the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Holders of Political
Positions. The researcher also studies (2) this court’s use of the inquisitorial
system in its proceedings. Moreover, the researcher considers (3) procedures
for administering punishment and problems involving law enforcement in
respect to holders of political positions. In addition, the researcher

(4) analyzes instances of intervention in proceedings for cases brought before

(6)



the Court. Finally, furthermore, the researcher reviews (5) prior rulings of the
Court.

In this qualitative research investigation, the research method utilized
by the researcher was to conduct in-depth interviews on seven key informants.
These key informants were judges who were members of panels of judges
sitting on the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Holders of Political
Positions.

In presenting findings, the researcher analytically described the results
of investigation.

Findings are as follows:

1. The Court must strictly interpret measures and the law involved in
its deliberations. Without being specifically authorized by law, Cabinet
Resolutions are not admissible.

2. Proceedings in which the inquisitorial system is used are highly
efficient, since this system requires evidence. The judges have the authority to
interrogate witnesses on all matters of concern. The inquiry records of the
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and the Attorney General are
abided by.

3. The judgment process can be conducted efficiently. However, law
enforcement problems occur in view of the fact that offenders who are to be
punished abscond.

4. Holders of political positions cannot interfere with proceedings since

the judges are ranked not lower or seniors judges of the Supreme Court of

(7



Justice and are experienced. Panel selection is transparently conducted by the
Grand Senate of the Supreme Court of Justice.

5. In respect to reviewing rulings of the Court, the key informants state
that no review could be conducted. The nine judges on panels are senior
judges and so are more experienced than the judges who would review their

rulings.
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