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In this thesis, the researcher studies (1) Thai laborers’ ways of life as
reflected in Luk Thung songs. The researcher also examines (2) changes in
Thai laborers’ ways of life as reflected in Luk Thung songs.

This study was based on Luk Thung songs receiving the first and
second Half a Century of Thai Luk Thung Songs Awards (1938-1990) from
the Office of the National Culture Commission in addition to Luk Thung
songs by singers receiving the Luk Thung Maha Nakhon Popular Awards
(Female and Male) from FM95 Luk Thung Maha Nakhon from 2004 to 2013.

Findings showed that Luk Thung songs reflected the general

characteristics of laborers in nine issues as follows: (1) Reasons for being
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a laborer: Three reasons were found, viz., poverty, natural disasters, and the
need to change occupations. (2) The process whereby one adopted the life of a
laborer: Two styles were found, viz., being persuaded and making one’s own
decision. (3) Education: The highest proportion of laborers had a primary
school to higher secondary school level of education. (4) Accommodation:
The highest proportion reside in locations near rice fields or rented rooms or
other places provided by employers. (5) Work styles: There were three styles
of work, viz., the agricultural sector, the industrial sector, and the service
sector. (6) Location and time of work: It was found that laborers in the
agricultural sector worked during the day. Those in the service sector worked
in shifts. Those in the industrial sector worked in the day time. Those in the
industrial sector also worked overtime hours. Occupational characteristics in
the agricultural sector and service sector are declining or remain constant.
Work in the industrial sector will continue to increase. (7) Occupations: There
was a variety of work found. In descending order were the service sector, the
industrial sector, and the agricultural sector. (8) Income: It was found that the
average monthly income of laborers was not more than 10,000 baht. (9) Labor
problems: The highest proportion of laborers had problems with debts, being
taken advantage of, conflicts at work, and being laid off.

In studying the ways of life of laborers, it was found that there were six
issues involving their ways of life. (1) Dress or apparel was found to be in
two types: General dress or apparel and as being determined by employers.

(2) Regarding food, it was found that laborers searched for food sold on

(7



roadsides and from sites near their work places. (3) Recreation was found in
two types: Viewing folk performances and returning to one’s original
domicile. (4) The ways of life of laborers involve moving from place to place.
Thus, they lead lonely lives. Nevertheless, they usually met one another at
parties for the sake of relaxation. (5) Love: It was found that some had lovers
in the places they left and some found lovers when working in the city.

(6) Communication: It was found that they used modern communication tools,
especially mobile phones. They communicated through voice mail and sent
messages with letters and pictures as attachments.

In regard to changes in their ways of life, it was found that there were
two outstanding characteristics. First, work styles have changed from the
agricultural sector to the more prominent service and industrial sectors.
Second, communication has changed from direct individual communication to

communication utilizing technology and modern communication tools.

(®)
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