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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title The Exposure to and Use of Dhamma Information:
A Case Study of Dhamma Practitioners at the Young
Buddhists Association of Thailand Under the
Royal Patronage
Student’s Name  Miss Nitcha Chavalvechakul
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Field of Study Library and Information Science
Academic Year 2018
Advisory Committee
1. Asst. Prof. Dr. Prapat Pawinun Chairperson
2. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Pimonpan Prasertwong Rapper

3. Assoc. Prof. Sasinan Setthawatbodee

In this mixed-methods research investigation in which both quantitative
and qualitative data are analyzed, the researcher has the following objectives:

The first objective is to study (1) the exposure to dhamma information
by dhamma practitioners at the Young Buddhists Association of Thailand
Under the Royal Patronage (YBAT). The second objective is to examine
(2) the uses made of dhamma by these practitioners. The third objective is to
compare (3) the uses of dhamma by these practitioners as classified by the
demographical characteristics of gender, age, educational level, and occupation.

The fourth objective is to investigate (4) the relationships between the

(6)



demographical characteristics of gender, age, educational level, and occupation
of dhamma practitioners and their use of dhamma. The fifth objective is to
inquire into (5) the relationships between the exposure to dhamma information
and the use of dhamma.

In respect to the quantitative phase of research, the researcher selected
a sample population of 370 YBAT dhamma practitioners in order to collect
germane data. A questionnaire was used as a research instrument to collect
these data. Using techniques of descriptive statistics, the researcher analyzed
these data in terms of percentage, mean (M), and standard deviation (SD).
In analyzing the relationships between the means (Ms) between two independent
groups, testing was carried out through applications of the independent
samples ¢ test technique. The relevant data were also tested by means of the
One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), i.e., the F test. In carrying out
multiple comparisons, the researcher employed Fisher’s least significant
difference (LSD) method. The relationships between variables were tested
using the Chi-squared (Xz) method with statistical significance set at the level
of .05. In the qualitative phase of inquiry, the researcher conducted in-depth
interviews with 48 dhamma practitioners. The data collected from these
interviewees were subsumed under categories and thence presented descriptively.

Findings are as follows:

1. YBAT dhamma practitioners were exposed to information from
reading books. Next in descending order were viewing apposite television
(TV) programs and listening to appropriate radio programs. The highest

proportion received dhamma information from teachers, lecturers, monks,
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parents, and nuns. In addition, they accessed dhamma information utilizing
social media.

2. YBAT dhamma practitioners used dhamma to elevate the levels of
their minds; to develop an emotional understanding of themselves, others, and
society; to develop inspiration; and to apply dhamma to their studies and work.

3. The dhamma practitioners who differed in age exhibited concomitant
differences at the statistically significant level of .05 in their overall use of
dhamma.

4. The exposure to dhamma information was determined to be correlated
with the demographical characteristics of gender, age, educational level, and
occupation of the dhamma practitioners at the statistically significant level of
.05.

5. The exposure to dhamma information of the dhamma practitioners
and their use of dhamma were not found to be correlated. However, the
channels of accessibility to dhamma through YouTube was found to be
correlated with the overall uses of dhamma at the statistically significant level

of .05.
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#121. 910 “Models in Information Behavior Research” by T. D. Wilson, 1999, Journal

of Documentation, 55(3), p. 253.
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