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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title The Current Government’s Policy of Promoting
Local Community Tourism in Tale Noi Subdistrict,
Khuan Khanun District, Phatthalung Province
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Degree Sought Master of Political Science

Academic Year 2018

Advisory Committee

1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Witthaya Jitnuphong Chairperson

2. Assis. Prof. Dr. Nipon Sano Heng

In this thesis, the researcher examines (1) the effects of the current
government’s tourism promotion policy in its economic, social, and environmental
aspects on the lifeways of the residents of Tale Noi subdistrict, Khuan Khanun
district, Phatthalung province; (2) problems, obstacles, and impacts generated
by the policy in respect to its economic, social, and environmental aspects;
and (3) provides guidelines for improving this policy.

In adopting a mixed-methods research approach, the researcher combined
quantitative and qualitative research methods.

In the quantitative phase of research, the researcher selected a sample
population of 377 residents of Tale Noi subdistrict. In the qualitative phase of

research, the researcher selected 39 key informants who were subdistrict

(6)



administrators, tourism operators, and residents of Tale Noi subdistrict, Khuan
Khanun district, Phatthalung province.

Findings are as follows:

Insofar as concerns quantitative research findings, overall at the highest
level, in its economic, social, and environmental aspects, the government’s
tourism promotion policy exerted effects on the lifeways of the residents of
Tale Noi subdistrict, Khuan Khanun district, Phatthalung province. It was
found that the aspect with the highest mean (M) was society. Next in descending
order were the economy and the environment.

Regarding qualitative research findings, it was found that major
community problems stemmed from the management of conservation tourism
in the communities. The communities do not have knowledge of ecotourism,
nor of the management of community forests. This may be an important
reason for the communities not participating in the management of conservation
tourism.

Therefore, the communities need concerned agencies to become major
actors in concretely mobilizing the communities. Meetings should be organized
for residents of all villages in order to determine a model of conservation tourism
management with a participation process and related agencies providing
counseling and advice. Communities should feel the need for participation in
the operation of activities in order to foster learning and taking care of the
community forests found in local communal areas. This would be in consonance

with the principles of good governance with a focus on participation.

(7)



In addition, there is a need for study trips to visit communities which have
become successful in managing conservation tourism. Communities can learn
from actually functioning locations and the experiences of others to the end of
being able to make adaptations in developing their own community forests.
This would be an approach to the development of conservation tourism in

community forest areas that would become successfully sustainable.

(8)
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Case Processing Summary

N %
Valid 30 100.0
Cases |Excluded 0 .0
Total 30 100.0

a. Listwise deletion based on all variables in the procedure.

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's Alpha

N of Items

.875

24

Item-Total Statistics

Scale Mean if Item | Scale Variance if Corrected Item- | Cronbach’s Alpha if
Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Item Deleted
al 98.2667 92.271 .660 .866
a2 98.6000 85.421 .644 .865
a3 98.8000 77.062 .860 .854
a4 98.7667 81.633 .666 .863
a5 98.8667 86.257 .506 .868
a6 99.1333 84.671 485 .869
b7 98.4000 90.800 245 .875
b8 98.8333 87.178 501 .869
b9 98.6667 86.023 517 .868
bl10 98.5000 90.879 405 .866
bll 98.9333 84.547 .664 .864
bl2 98.7333 92.409 .590 .879
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Item-Total Statistics

Scale Mean if Item

Scale Variance if

Corrected Item-

Cronbach’s Alpha if

Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Item Deleted
bl13 98.8667 83.706 .586 .866
bl4 98.6667 84.782 S11 .868
bl5 98.7333 82.478 705 .862
bl6 98.5667 86.047 591 .867
cl7 98.8333 85.868 440 .870
cl8 98.5667 93.702 413 .881
cl9 98.9667 88.930 314 .874
c20 99.1333 91.154 448 .878
c21 98.7333 93.582 S11 .882
c22 98.9667 84.240 583 .866
c23 98.9333 86.064 .509 .868
c24 99.0667 83.375 516 .868
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