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In this dissertation, the researcher examines (1) the relationship

between the Thai Army and the Chinese Army during the time of the National

Council for Peace and Order (NCPO); (2) the scope in the use of political

power of the two armies during the period under study; analyzes (3) the

problems and obstacles to the use of the political power of the two armies

during the period under investigation; and proposes (4) guidelines for the

development of the relationship and cooperation in the aspects of social,

economic, and political development of the Thai and the Chinese

governments.
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The researcher employed the method of qualitative research using
documentary research and in-depth interviews with key informants. They
were those who had experience in the foreign affairs, social, economic, and
political aspects of the Thai and the Chinese Armies. They consisted of three
personnel from the public sector, three academics, and one person from the
private sector.

Findings show that the relationship between the Thai Army and the
Chinese Army during the time of NCPO was strengthened as in the past and
has continued to the present. Both countries have the status of being neighbors
that trust each other, based on mutual benefits. At present, Thailand and China
have exchanged visits at the level of the Royal Family, government leader,
and military leaders. The purchase of arms from China has increased as well.
China’s economy has grown speedily. The Thai government has realized the
importance of operating cooperation policies with China regarding the aspect
of security more closely, especially in military and security cooperation.
There is an agreement to extend cooperation in military training to cover all
armed forces. Military arms are procured from China and assistance in
transferring industrial technology for national defense is being provided
through the coordination of the military diplomacy of both countries. The
important finding is that without a non-official relationship and trust of each
other, an official relationship cannot occur.

In regard to the scope of the relationship, the Thai Army and the

Chinese Army both have strategic standpoints appropriate for the protection

(®)



of their own national interests. They operate a security policy that is in
consonance with the environment of security at a regional and global level
that changes in accordance with the context of global society. The operations
are through cooperation in the form of bilateralism and multilateralism with
ASEAN as the core of the framework of cooperation in security, leading to
the ASEAN Security Community (ASC). While the United States of America
has decreased the level of its relationship with Thailand, China has increased
its assistance to Thailand. This has strengthened the relationship between
Thailand and China and made it firmer. This phenomenon has affected the
operation of Thai foreign policies and made them more balanced toward the
US and other countries that have roles and influence in the political,
economic, and social aspects.

The guidelines for the development of the relationship and cooperation
in the aspects of the social, economic, and political development of the Thai
and Chinese governments are as follows. Although Thailand and China have
special relations with friendliness as relatives from the same family, each
country sees its own country’s benefits as being the most important.
Therefore, the relationship between Thailand and China must be based on
foreign policies that can respond mainly to the benefits of both countries and
enhance trust between them, in order to cooperate and develop in all aspects

in the future.
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China aims to build a global infrastructure network
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