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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title Mo-Lam (Northeastern Folk Songs): Reflections of
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In this thesis, the researcher studies beliefs and politicization by means
of examining the culture of Mo-Lam performance as social text.

In presenting the outcome of his research, the researcher has adopted a
quintipartite mode of presentation. In the first part, the researcher discusses
(1) the relationships between Mo-Lam, beliefs, power, and politicization.
Concerning the second part, the researcher carries out (2) a review of the
literature in respect to relationships between art, music, and politics. In respect
to the third part, the researcher examines (3) the background and interactions
between Mo-Lam performing arts and the Thai political context. Moreover,

the researcher investigates how (4) meaning and politicization are reflected in

(7)



rhythmic Mo-Lam verse. Finally, furthermore, the researcher discusses
(5) research findings.

The research objectives of the researcher are threefold:

The first objective is to study the development of Mo-Lam performing
arts. The second objective is to analyze the interactions between Mo-Lam and
the Thai political context at different periods. The third objective is to
interpret the contents of the Mo-Lam rhythmic verses as political text by
reference to the aspects of concepts, ideology, and political beliefs.

In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher initially
retrieved germane data from textbooks, research investigations, academic
articles, and other related academic works. In addition, the researcher
conducted interviews with key informants. In both cases, the researcher
synthesized important data using interpretative hermeneutic methods.

Findings are as follows:

As a performing art, Mo-Lam has had close relations with folk lifeways
for a long time. This cultural manifestation influenced folk lifeways at a rather
high level, especially the folk lifeways of the peoples of Lan Na and Lan
Chang up to present-day Isan society. In addition, in respect to the influence
of major ideas in the rhythmic verses, it was found that from the past up to
present times, these ideas stemmed from Buddhist beliefs while political ideas
remained latent and from beliefs in supernatural powers.

In the conclusion of this research investigation, the researcher

addressed three important issues as follows:

(8)



1. In regard to explaining the relationship between Mo-Lam and Thai
politics, it can be said that Mo-Lam has been involved with power relations
from ancient times. At first, it concerned offering services to supernatural
powers prior to its being intercalated with Buddhist beliefs. After the change
of government in 1932, especially in the Cold War Period, Mo-Lam interacted
with Thai politics as an instrument of political communication. After the end
of the Cold War, Mo-Lam has only been intermittently used as a means of
political communication.

2. In explaining the development of Mo-Lam, the researcher
determined that Mo-Lam had relationships with social development and Thai
politics at a significant level. Prior to the Cold War Period, the major role for
Mo-Lam was its use in conducting rites and providing entertainment during
major merit making ceremonies. During the Cold War Period, Mo-Lam
became an instrument for political communication and thereafter it has
become more and more an entertainment business. During this period,
Western music has become more favored in Thai society. In response to this
social change, Mo-Lam troupes made adjustments. Subsequently, Western
musical instruments have been used alongside folk musical instruments. For
these reasons, various hybrid types of Mo-Lam have ensued in the wake of
this development.

3. In regard to the reflection of politics in rhythmic verse contents, the
majority of the contents expressed beliefs. At the highest level, Western

political concepts were found during the Cold War period. After the end of the

)



Cold War, the contents of verses involved a stress on entertainment in lieu of
political communication, which was concomitantly deemphasized. However,
it was also found that verses were sometimes written to reflect particular

political incidents. Even so, they were fewer in number when compared with

the generality of verses distributed.

(10)
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